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Bonn, 21 March 2023. FLOCERT is delighted to announce that the below five candidates have been 
selected to constitute its dedicated Impartiality Committee, a new governance body monitoring the 
impartiality of the Fairtrade systems’ certification process: 

• Ms Antonia Bierwirth, Spain, representing Civil Society; 

• Mr Bastian Quattelbaum, Germany, representing certification industry expertise;  

• Ms Emma Hevlund, Sweden, representing consumer interests; 

• Ms Elizabeth Kimani, Kenya, representing Fairtrade farmers and workers; 

• Mr Sreeranga Rajan, India, representing Fairtrade companies. 

The launch of this new governance body comes only nine months after the Fairtrade General Assembly 
passed a resolution to separate responsibilities within the FLOCERT Supervisory Board. 
The establishment of an independent Impartiality Committee, which will sit next to the FLOCERT 
Supervisory Board, is in line with FLOCERT’s accreditation against the ISO 17065 norm and is 
considered best practice in the certification industry. All five members are excited to start immediately in 
their new role, monitoring that commercial, financial, or other pressures do not compromise FLOCERT’s 
impartiality. The Committee members will provide suggestions to improve transparency, support public 
confidence in certification, conduct case reviews and issue-based risk analysis, and decide on partiality 
risk mitigation measures.   

According to Ms Katharina Wagner, Managing Director of FLOCERT, this new governance body is key to 
support the credibility of the Fairtrade system: “The new Committee strengthens the vital impartiality 
needed for FLOCERT as the systems’ global certifier, given its mandate of objective surveillance of 
certification decisions. Installing a separate Impartiality Committee next to our Supervisory Board will also 
lead to differentiated governance within FLOCERT, allowing two fit-for-purpose governance bodies with 
separate mandates.”     

Alongside creating an Impartiality Committee, FLOCERT will expand the share of independent members 
on its’ Supervisory Board. To date, the FLOCERT Supervisory Board comprises three Fairtrade 
International Board members. Although not required, three more independent Supervisory Board 
members are now appointed. Having the same number of independent members and Fairtrade 
International Board members on the FLOCERT Supervisory Board will raise FLOCERT’s public profile of   
being independent in its function as Fairtrade’s certification body. 

 

FLOCERT is a leading global assurance provider. Besides providing sole certification to Fairtrade, FLOCERT offers 
various services to support companies in sourcing on fair principles, where no Fairtrade Standard applies. With six 
international offices conducting business in around 120 countries, FLOCERT specialises in offering global reach with 
local expertise to over 6,000 customers. In 2023, FLOCERT is turning 20! Over the past 20 years, we have  

▪ certified more than 4,000 producer organisations and more than 7,000 traders,  

▪ issued more than 77,000 certificates, 

▪ carried out over 35,000 Fairtrade audits.  

We have thus helped shape the success of the Fairtrade system, which today represents over 1.9 million farmers and 
workers. In 2022, we generated 190 million euros of Fairtrade Premium for them, an additional sum of money that 
farmers and workers invest in projects they choose. FLOCERT remains mission-driven and dedicated to working with 
all types of organisations, from small producers to internationally recognised brands, to promote fairness in global 
trade. Our “Social Enterprise” accreditation demonstrates our commitment to social business values. 
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